the Romans: 'Rejoice with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that weep/ But though a tem-
pered weeping may be granted, excessive weeping
certainly is forbidden. Moderation in grief should
be considered, according to the teaching of Seneca.
'When your friend is dead/ says he, 'let not your eyes
be too wet with tears, nor yet too dry; and though
your tears rise to the eyes, let them not fall/ So, when
you have given over your friend, be diligent in pro-
curing another; and this is wiser than to weep for
the friend who is lost; for therein is no profit. And
therefore, if you govern yourself with wisdom, put
away sorrow out of your heart. Remember how Jesus
son of Sirach says: 'A joyous and glad heart makes a
man flourish in his age; but truly a sorrowful heart
drieth the bones/ He says also that sorrow hath
killed many a man. Solomon says that as moths in
the sheep's fleece annoy the clothes, and as small
worms the tree, so sorrow annoys the heart. Where-
fore we ought to be patient, not less for the death of
our children than for the loss of worldly goods.
"Remember the patient Job, when he had lost his
children and his substance, and had in his body re-
ceived and endured many a grievous tribulation, yet
said he thus: 'The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord/ "
To these things Melibeus answered, saying to Pru-
dence his wife: "All your words are true, and like-
wise profitable, but verily my heart is troubled so
grievously with this sorrow that I know not what
to do."
"Call, then," said Prudence, "all of your true
friends and those of your kindred who are wise; tell
them your trouble and hearken to what they say in
council; and then govern yourself according to their
advice, Says Solomon: 'Do nothing without advice,
and thou shalt never repent/ "
Then, upon the advice of his wife Prudence,
Melibeus called together a great gathering of people,
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